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Aligning Learning at LP
At LaSalle-Peru Township High School much 

attention and praise is given to outstanding 
athletic teams and extracurricular clubs. Stand-
out students are recognized for their eff orts. 
Interesting and unique classroom projects are 
commended. Yet it’s often easy to overlook the 
necessary, but less exciting, work of crafting the 
underlying curriculum that creates an environ-
ment where students can achieve aca-
demically every day.

This is the work that LPHS teachers and 
administrators toil with each year as they 
develop educational plans that must bal-
ance state educational mandates, limited 
instructional time, diff ering student abili-
ties, and real-world learning opportuni-
ties, among many other demands. The 
ultimate goal has always been to provide 
a learning environment in which every 
Cavalier student can improve academi-
cally and graduate ready for his or her 
next steps in life, be it college, a career, 
the military, or another life calling. 

While LPHS has long been provid-
ing great learning opportunities for local 
students, as with most things in life, there is 
always room for improvement. That’s why 
the School District formed a partnership 
with the Curriculum Learning Institute (CLI). 
Now in its second year, the CLI process provides 
each of LP’s academic divisions the framework 
and support needed to completely rethink what 
is being taught in every class and to ensure that 
the content not only refl ects relevant standards, 
but also leads to student mastery of the subject 
matter.

“Our Divisions are creating their curriculum 
document that will serve as the road map from 
which to provide instruction,” said LP Principal 
Deb Nelson. “It outlines what students are to 

know and be able to do but does not dictate 
the method of delivery. The actual instruction 
is left up to the teachers and they have the 
freedom to tailor it to meet the needs of the 
students.” 

This year LP’s English and Social Science 
divisions have been working through the CLI 
process month-by-month as they review the 

content currently being taught in each class 
and determine if there’s a better way to deliver 
that information to students.

One way this is done is by having the divisions 
create posters covered in index cards. Each 
index card represents an area of content being 
taught in every class, allowing teachers to visu-
alize everything they squeeze into a semester or 
school year, and where there may be redundan-
cies across classes.

“These visuals allowed us to see what is truly 

taught in each class. Therefore, ‘all cards were 
on the table’ and there was no dissembling 
the truth about the redundancies present as 
well as the gaps we will need to fi ll in,” said 
Michele Honecker-Ummel, English Division 
Chair. “English 1 teachers breathed a collective 
sigh of relief when the entire division agreed 
that specifi c skills from their posters could be 

moved to English 2 or 3 or omitted alto-
gether, enabling them to focus their ener-
gies on teaching with more depth rather 
than breadth in their subject. We are having 
diff erent conversations now as we examine 
our curriculum with a broader perspective 
and through a diff erent lens.”

LP’s Mathematics Division went through 
this same process last year.

“Not only have the familiar Algebra 1, Ge-
ometry, and Algebra 2 courses undergone 
signifi cant revisions, but there are four new 
course off erings this year to better meet 
the specifi c interests of our students,” said 
Eric Bjerkaas, Mathematics Division Interim 
Chair. “We now have semester-long courses 
in Algebra 3, Trigonometry, Probability and 
Statistics, and Discrete Math, so that juniors 
and seniors can tailor their fi nal years of 
high school math to their college and ca-
reer goals. Additionally, we have added an 

AP Computer Science course to the other two 
AP-level courses currently off ered: AP Calculus 
and AP Statistics. The division also off ers team-
taught Algebra 1 classes and an Algebra Essen-
tials course, which provides a focus on improv-
ing foundational skills.”

This process will continue over the next few 
years as each remaining academic division un-
dergoes the same process followed by years of 
refi ning and re-evaluating the initial curriculum 
changes.

LPHS Math teachers Larry McKee and Rachel Patrick re-
view the content being taught in a math course as part of a 
curriculum visualization project last year. LP’s English and 
Social Science divisions are undergoing a similar project 
this year.



LaSalle-Peru Township High School is undergoing an incredibly important project this year 
that will impact the School District for many years to come, and, most important of all, our local 
community members are playing an important role in this process.
Earlier this fall, the LPHS Board of Education approved moving forward to create a Master Fa-

cilities Plan for LP’s campus with professional guidance from the cooperative architecture fi rms 
Kmetz Architects and Legat Architects.
This purpose of such a Master Plan is to create a vision for LP’s campus that is respectful of 

the School District’s heritage while refl ecting the educational needs for providing 21st Century 
learning opportunities. Just a few days ago, the process of forming the Master Plan began when 
a group of community volunteers toured LP’s campus and kicked-off  a series of discussions 
regarding LP’s campus strengths and future needs. 
This process will continue over the next few months as our LPHS administrators, teachers, staff , 

and students continue to meet with community volunteers and architectural professionals to 
establish priorities and refi ne the vision for the future of LP’s campus.
As with any decision-making process at LPHS, the top priority in any future goal is based on 

best providing our local students with a high quality education to prepare them for successful 
lives. While this process may lead to making many changes to LP’s campus in the coming years, 
one thing the School District is committed to is preserving and enhancing our main campus 
building. From the stately elegance of Matthiessen Memorial Auditorium to the local landmark 
status of the LP Clock Tower, certain aspects of the current campus are ingrained in our local 
cultural heritage and should never be lost. Thankfully, the main campus building is structurally 
sound. Even as enhancements will surely be made to modernize LP’s classrooms, offi  ces, and 
community spaces, the beautiful and historic exterior of the building will continue to inspire 
Cavaliers for generations to come just as it has for the past 85 years.
With the completion of the Master Facility Plan, the School District will be able to apply and 

qualify for state construction grants that will make future major campus renovation projects 
fi nancially feasible.
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Building LP’s Future

The Path to a Master Plan

LPHS Master Facility Planning Priorities
While the Master Facility Planning Community Engagement Team will develop the goals to 
take LP’s campus into the 21st Century, there are a few priorities already established for LP 
based on previous district-wide strategic planning sessions and School Board directives.

Thoughtful Preservation -- Creating a 21st Century Learning Environment will certain-
ly require change, but that doesn’t mean forgetting LP’s wonderful past. In particular, 
the District is committed to preserving the architectural integrity of the main campus 
building, clocktower, and Matthiessen Memorial Auditorium. These enduring structures 
are important not only to LPHS but to our greater community.

Temperature Control -- The main LPHS campus building may be better looking than 
many modern structures, but for anyone who has spent time in the building during 
the height of summer or winter knows, the building’s ability to regulate heat and cold 
pales in comparison to its modern counterparts. Addressing these heating and cooling 
concerns will be necessary to provide an adequate 21st Century Learning Environment.

Safety & Security -- In recent years, the School District has taken a number of steps to 
improve student and staff  safety on campus, but with a school campus that includes 
four buildings and numerous other facilities stretched over multiple city blocks safety 
will continue to be a top priority throughout the planning process. 

Enhancing Science & Technology --LP’s science facilities are showing their age and 
need updating. When community members came together to form a strategic plan for 
the district a few years ago one of the resulting priorities was to “develop a plan to cre-
ate state-of-the-art science classrooms and labs.” Now is the time to create a structured 
plan that will improve our ability to provide strong learning opportunities in the areas 
of science, technology, engineering, & math.

November 2014-February 2015
Community Engagement Team 

Meetings

March 2015
Public Presentation



 The Aeolian Pipe Organ in Matthiessen Me-
morial Auditorium has been a source of musi-
cal inspiration in the Illinois Valley for roughly 
85 years. Those many years have taken their 
toll on the historic instrument and now it’s 
time to begin the important process of restor-
ing LP’s amazing Pipe Organ.
Earlier this fall the Organ Donor campaign 

started with a special event attended by hun-
dreds of local residents. The night featured 
organ restoration expert Jeff  Weiler discussing 
the organ’s history and importance, as well 
as a screeening of the classic silent fi lm ver-
sion of “The Phantom of the Opera” with live 
musical accompaniment by Mr. Weiler on the 
organ.

LP Organ History
The pipe organ in LP’s Matthiessen Memorial 

Auditorium was donated in 1928 to the high 
school as a generous gift from Mrs. Eda Mat-
thiessen. It was built by the Aeolian Company 
of New York, which was a dominant maker of 
residential organs at the turn of the 20th Cen-
tury. The size and public nature of the organ 
makes it a rare example of the Aeolian Com-
pany’s musical instrument craftsmanship. The 
LP pipe organ features more than 2,100 pipes, 
featuring 3 manuals, 43 stops, and 28 ranks. 
The Aeolian Company also built a well-known 
pipe organ for the Duke University Chapel a 
few years later.
The inaugural performance on the organ 

was on May 19, 1929 by popular Chicago 
organist Edwin Stanley Seder. Other great or-
ganists, including Virgil Fox, played the organ 
over the years. Unfortunately the passage 
of time led to a decline in the organ’s condi-
tion, and storm damage in 2011 rendered the 
instrument inoperable.
Since that time repairs have been made to 

make the organ playable again, but consider-
ably more work is required to fully restore the 

historic instrument.
The Future of LP’s Aeolian Organ
The 1929 Aeolian Organ at LPHS is a true 

musical treasure of national importance, but 
restoring it to it’s original grandeur will take 
considerable funding and, likely, many years.
Community members can speed that pro-

cess up by supporting the restoration of LP’s 
Aeolian Organ so it can continue to inspire 
Cavaliers and others for many generations to 
come.
To support the restoration, contact Matt 

Baker, Director of Communication & Fundrais-
ing, at (815) 220-2703 or mbaker@lphs.net, or 
donate online at http://www.razoo.com/story/
Lphsorgandonor.
To honor those who support the restoration 

project, LaSalle-Peru Township High School 
has established the following recognition 
societies:

Matthiessen Family Society 
Donations greater than $10,000

Blow Family Society
Donations of $5,000-$9,999

Thomas J. McCormack Society
Donations of $1,000-$4,999

Patron of the LP Organ 
Donations of $500-$999
Friend of the LP Organ
Donations of $250-$499

Sponsor an Auditorium Seat 
Donations of $100

Sponsor an Organ Pipe 
Donations of $50

Organ Donors Needed

Upcoming Events in Matt hiessen Memorial Auditorium
The Aeolian Organ will continue to 

be an important feature of Matthies-
sen Memorial Auditorium’s events in 
the coming years, but that’s not all 
that’s happening in the auditorium.
Coming up this winter the LP Choir 

and Band programs will be hosting 
their annual holiday performances.
The LP Band’s Holiday Concert will 

be at 7 p.m. on Thursday, Dec. 11. 
The Choir’s Holiday Show will be at 7 
p.m. on Tuesday, Dec. 16.
The spring will see another great 

LP musical take the stage in Mat-
thiessen Memorial Auditorium. This 
spring Mrs. Christine Adelmann will 
direct the Cavaliers in performances 
of “Footloose, The Musical” at 7 p.m. 

on March 26, 27, & 28.
The musical this spring will likely 

feature a very special event. Full 
details have yet to be released, but 
an important person in LP’s musical 
history past will be honored prior to 
the start of this year’s run of perfor-
mances. 


